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Over the pastweek, | have presented testimony on behalf of KTLA to both the Kansas
Senate andHouseJudiciary Committees. Ourtestimonyhasaddressedvarious
proposalsbeing discussed that would grantimmunity to businesses and professionsin
the state of Kansas. We oppose these proposals for the following reasons:

Kansas courts do an excellentjob of protecting Kansas citizens and businesses, evenduring a
State of Disaster Emergency. Immunity laws are unwarranted, unnecessary, and unfair
because they permit special treatment for certain groups or individuals, allow government to
pick winners and losers, and limit legal accountability.

Immunitylawsremove protections, including every Kansan'srighttotheirdayincourt,the
rightto seekresolution ofadispute, and the rightto trial by jury. Some immunity laws—
including the proposalsbeingdiscussed nowareunconstitutionalinKansasbecause
theydonotprovide an adequate substitute remedy and because they retroactively limit
Kansans’ vestedrights.

Ourseniorcitizensare particularly vulnerable rightnowand should notbe stripped
oflegal rights or subjectedto furtherdangerfromlegislation thatwould dis-
incentivize adequate infection controlmeasures. Any corporate immunity, no
matter how narrowlytailored and limited, should include benefits for workers. With
unemployment rising and workplace safety growingasanissueasmoreemployees
returntotheworkplace, itisastoundingtothinkthat there are people in our state
focused on protections for professionals and corporations while rarely, if ever,
considering Kansas workers.

Finally, KTLA members join with many other Kansans represented by the organizations
who testified in opposition to the KMS and Kansas Chamberimmunity proposals,
including Kansas Advocates forBetter Care, Working Kansas Alliance, AARP of Kansas,
Disability Rights Center, and Kansas AFL-CIO. We support and we share their concern
with the rush to limit the rights of Kansas consumers andworkers.



Legislationpassedduring astressed and compressedsession,andwhenKansansdon’thave
full accesstotheirlawmakers, runstherisk of creating consequencesfarbeyondwhata
bill's supporters, stakeholders, and lawmakers can currently conceive.

Forallthesereasons, KTLA believes action onthe proposalsis premature andrisks doing
more harm than good to Kansans citizens and businesses.
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